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Appendix table 5-2.
Percentage of 15-to 24-year-olds (grades 10–12) who dropped out of school: 1976–97

Year Total White Black Hispanic Low Middle High

1976 ...................... 5.9 5.6 7.4 7.3 15.4 6.8 2.1
1980 ...................... 6.1 5.2 8.2 11.7 15.8 6.4 2.5
1986 ...................... 4.7 3.7 5.4 11.9 10.9 5.1 1.6
1990 ...................... 4.0 3.3 5.0 7.9 9.5 4.3 1.1
1994 ...................... 5.3 4.2 6.6 10.0 13.0 5.2 2.1
1995 ...................... 5.7 4.5 6.4 12.4 13.3 5.7 2.0
1996 ...................... 5.0 4.1 6.7 9.0 11.1 5.1 2.1
1997 ...................... 4.6 3.6 5.0 9.5 12.3 4.1 1.8

aLow income is the bottom 20 percent of all family incomes; high income is the top 20 percent of all family incomes; and middle income is the 60 percent in
between.

SOURCE: National Center for Education Statistics (NCES). 1999. The Condition of Education, 1999. NCES 1999-022; 1999. Dropout Rates in the United
States, 1997.  NCES 1999-082. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education, Office of Educational Research and Improvement.
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